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‘‘You know, we’re making out this will.
Would you raise Chelsea if anything happens
to us?’’

Thankfully, we were able to watch our
children grow up together. Diane had great
kids and great stepchildren. Bill and Missy
both work for Hillary and me now, and we’re
very grateful for that.

There are just three other points I would
like to make. Diane had an interesting life:
Came to Arkansas because she married Hugh
Kincaid, and she stayed. Jim Blair would be
the first person to tell you, she made a lot
better man out of him than he was before
he married her. [Laughter] And most of us
would tell you that she somehow made better
people of us as well.

But I want to say this, because somebody
needs to. I’ve never seen a more beautiful,
complete expression of love in my life than
you, Jim, when you fought to save her, and
you took care of her when you realized you
couldn’t.

The second thing I want to tell you is
Diane Blair lived to the very end. I mean,
really lived. She and I were still doing the
New York Times Sunday crossword puzzle
together. All these times, you know, we got
all these—Hillary and I would get good pub-
licity for flying down here to see Diane, and
people wanted to know what we did. We sat
on a couch, and we worked the crossword
puzzle. And she was exceedingly jealous of
me because I would get the copy 3 or 4 days
before Sunday, and she got it a couple days
later. [Laughter]

So I used to taunt her. I would do it—
I would do the crossword puzzle, and I was
faithful in doing it. Once she got sick, I did
it the first day I got it. I would send it to
her, and I would taunt her, because she
prided herself so much in being too noble
to sneak and see whether I had gotten the
answer right if she was having trouble.
[Laughter]

The second thing I want you to know is,
she was still writing me letters to the end.
‘‘Dear President Bill: You should give a fare-
well address. Only a few Presidents have. You
should do it. And here is exactly what you
should say.’’ [Laughter]

I was looking at all of these pictures up
here. And I thought about how many times

over the years I would just—we’d be up at
the lake doing something, just grungy as we
could be, all four of us, and Diane would
turn a certain way, and I would think: My
God, she’s beautiful—in a totally unique way.
And I was seeing all these pictures, thinking
about that again.

The last time Hillary and I saw her, I think
it was the day before she essentially lost con-
sciousness. And she was there with her little
grandchildren on the bed, and she had lost
all her hair, and she wasn’t going to the trou-
ble to wear a wig anymore. But her eyes were
still burning, and she was so beautiful.

And the last thing she ever said was the
thing I’d like to say to you. Hillary and Chel-
sea and I were standing there, and Hillary
and I were holding her hands, and she said,
‘‘Before I go’’—because we were leaving; we
had to leave—she didn’t say before you go,
she said, ‘‘Before I go, I want to tell you:
Remember.’’ And Hillary said, ‘‘Remember
what, Diane?’’ And she smiled and said, ‘‘Just
remember.’’ So that’s what I say to you. And
every dark and difficult moment of your life,
whenever you need to remember something
profoundly good, get a little more energy to
redouble your efforts, feel less sorry for your-
self, be more grateful, just remember.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. in the Baum/
Walker Hall at the Walton Arts Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Ms. Blair’s son, William
Reid Kincaid, and daughter, Katherine (Missy)
Kincaid.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on
Burdensharing in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization
July 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to section 3(2)(B) of the Senate’s

resolution of April 30, 1998, providing its ad-
vice and consent to ratification of the Proto-
cols on the Accession of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949, I hereby transmit to you the
report concerning burdensharing in the Alli-
ance and other matters.
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The report contains two sections: (1) an
unclassified section on allies’ contributions to
common NATO budgets, allies’ national de-
fense budgets and their adequacy, costs in-
curred to date in connection with the mem-
bership of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic, and the status of discussions con-
cerning NATO membership for Partnership
for Peace countries; and (2) a separate, classi-
fied section on steps taken by allies to meet
NATO force goals.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; John W. Warner, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; Benjamin
A. Gilman, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; C.W. Bill Young, chairman,
House Committee on Appropriations; and Floyd
Spence, chairman, House Committee on Armed
Services. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 26.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of
Military Forces for Stabilization of
Areas of the Former Yugoslavia
July 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of January

25, 2000, I provided further information on
the deployment of combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and other states in the region in order to par-
ticipate in and support the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Stabiliza-
tion Force (SFOR), which began its mission
and assumed authority from the NATO-led
Implementation Force on December 20,
1996. I am providing this supplemental re-
port, consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion, to help ensure that the Congress is kept
fully informed on continued U.S. contribu-
tions in support of peacekeeping efforts in
the former Yugoslavia.

In Resolution 1305 of June 21, 2000, the
U.N. Security Council authorized member
states to continue SFOR for a period of 12
months. The mission of SFOR is to provide

a continued military presence in order to
deter hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, contribute
to a secure environment and provide, within
its means and capabilities, selective support
to key areas and key civil implementation or-
ganizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina has been reduced
from approximately 6,200 to 4,600 personnel
since my last report. United States personnel
comprise 19 percent of the total SFOR force.
In the first half of 2000, 18 NATO nations
and 16 others, including Russia and Ukraine,
have provided military personnel or other
support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces are as-
signed to Multinational Division, North, cen-
tered around the city of Tuzla. In addition,
U.S. military personnel are deployed to other
countries in the region in support of those
efforts. Specifically, approximately 1,000 U.S.
military personnel are presently deployed to
Hungary, Croatia, and Italy in order to pro-
vide logistical and other support to SFOR.
The U.S. forces continue to support SFOR
efforts to apprehend persons indicted for war
crimes. In the last 6 months, U.S. forces have
sustained no combat-related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord-
ance with various statutory authorities.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and other states in the region.
I will continue to consult closely with the
Congress regarding our efforts to foster
peace and stability in the former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 26.
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